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THE LOOK ER-ON. 
NUMBER VII, 


* Lord! when we fee a faint of thine, 
** Lie gafping out his breath, 

*€ With longing eyes, and looks divine, 
*¢ Smiling and pleas’d in death. 


** How could we ¢’en contend tolay 
** Qur‘limbs upon that bed ! 

** We afk thine envoy to convey 
** Our fpirits in his ftead. 


** Our fouls are rifingon the wing, 
“ Toventure in his.place; 
** For when grim death has.loft his fting, 


“* He has an angel’s face. 
Watt’s Lyric Poems. 


A’ I propofed in my firft paper to treat of {ach religious 
fabjefts as might at times engage my attention, I thall 
now endeavour to throw together fome reflections which natu. 
rally arofe in my mind on reading a work, in which the author 
tells us (among many other no lefs flrange opinions), that he 
firmly believes the foul dies with the body, talls with it into 
the gloomy manfions of the grave, and there fleeps in darknefs 
and oblivion, till called forth with it on the day of refurrection. 
As foch an hypothefis appears. to me not only contrary tg 
Vor, XIV. 362. 4A what 
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what the human underftanding, affiled merely by the dim lighe 
of nature dictates, but alfo to what the whole tenor of the 
facred writings exprefs ; I fhall in this paper prefent my readers 
with thofe thoughts which occurred to me, and by the obfere 
vations I made, endeavour to fhow, as clearly and plainly as 
poflible, the weaknefs and abfurdity of fuch a doftrine. 

Before, however, I enter into a full inveftigation of the fube 
je& now before me, I think it would be neceffary to premife, 
that as the holy fcriptures are given to us, not only as the rules 
we are to follow in the prefent life, but alfo to encreafe our 
faith, confirm ovr hopes, and fhew us in a clear and perf{picuous 
manner the nature of that ftate we fhall enter into after death ; 
every one moft reafonably agree, that from thence only can be 
drawn all the proper arguments, either in favour of, or againt 
this opinion, (viz.) that the foul dies with the body. 

That the foul at the approach of death is feparated from the 
body, and leaving it in a lifelefs and corraptible ftate, imme- 
diately goes into happinefs or mifery, the parable of Dives and 
Lazarus (in my opinion) plainly intimates ; where we read that 
when the beggar died he was carried by the +. into Abra- 
ham’s bofom, and that when ‘the rich man died, in hell he 
lifted up his eyes, being in torment ; and though I am awareit 
may be urged by fome that parables are no proofs, yet the con- 
current teftimony of other parts of {cripture puts this point be- 
yond a doubt, To fay nothing of that text in Ecclefiaftes, 
“* The duft thall return to the earth as it was, and the {pirit to 
God who gave it ;” ior of our Saviour’s words to the thief on 
the crofs, ** This day thalt thou be with mein Paradife :” 
towhich there have been no anfwers given but fuch as are 
far fetched, and plainly wreft the natural and eafy fenfe of 
the words.—T'o fay nothing of thefe texts, I thall cutirely con- 
fine myfelf to that of the Apoftle Paul, 2d Corinthians, sth 
chap. and 8th verfe—“* We are confideatI fay, and willing 
rather to be abfent from the body and prefent with the Lord,” 
Here it is plainly intimated that for pious fouls to be abfent 
from the body, is to be prefent with the Lord. And this appears 
from the oppofition which the words ftand in to thofe in the 6th 
verfe: therethe Apoftle faith, ** Knowing that whilft we are at 
home inthe body we are abfent from the Lord :” plainly inti 
mating, that as to be at home in the body is to be abfent from 
Chrifl, fo to be abfent from the body is to be prefent with him, 
Nothing but the union of good fouls to the body hindersthem from 
being with Chrift ; and therefore as foon as this anion is dif- 
folved by tiie tlroke of death, the foul fleeps not with the body 

in 

































_ an oe om bs oe kl CUD ots Om ok ee lCUmmlCUC lO lOO eae 





n lighe 
of = 
caderg 
obfer. 
inly as 


¢ fube 
emife, 
> rules 
fe our 
icuous 
eath ; 
‘an be 
gaint 


m the 
nme- 
s and 
J that 
A bra- 
ell he 
are it 
cons 
it be» 
aftes, 
rit to 
of on 
fe a 
$ are 
fe of 
con. 
sth 
jung 
rd,” 
fent 
ears 
6th 
eat 
atic 
om 
im, 
om 
dife 
ody 














THE WEEKLY ENTERTAINER. 555 


inoblivion, bat then begins to be happy, returns to that God 
who gave it, and dwells with him in everlafting felicity and 


glory. 





Account of an Interefting Debate in the National Affembly 
of France on the Subjeéts of Toleration and Resigious 
Opinions, which took Place on Sunday the 23d day of 


Auguf?, 1789. 
(Continued from Page 543, and concluded.) 


“ HUS, it is, gentlemen, that Proteftants who do all for 

their country, are treated by their country with in- 
gratitede. They are good citizens, and are profcribed :—they 
behave as men whom you have made free, and have only the 
liberty of flaves: But there does exift a French nation, and to 
that I appeal, in favour of two millions of afeful citizens, who 
this day claim the right of Frenchmen, I will not do it the 
injuftice to fuppofe, that it can pronunce the word intolerance 
—our language owns it not, butas one of thofe barbarous and 
obfolete expreffions mo longer in ufc, becaufe the idea it would 
reprefent has vanifhed ; nor gentlemen, is it mere toleration 
that I claim—but liberty, As long as it is true, that a dife 
ference of opinion in religious matters is no crime, the very 
ideas of toleration, fupport, pardon, clemency, are unjuit to« 
wards men, who have nothing elfe to be acculed of, I move, 
that the word toleration be profcribed in its carn, for it holds up 
citizens as objeéts of pity and pardon, to whom it has been ob 
jeted only, that chance and education have given them modes 
of thinking different from each other. Error, gentlemen, is 
no crime. He who profeffes it takes it fora truth, itis a 
troth for him; he is obliged to profefs it, and ao man, no 
fociety, has the right of dire¢ling the contrary. 

** | claim then, gentlemen, for the French Proteftants, for 
all the Non-Catholicks in the kingdom, the fame that you 
claim for yourielves ; liberty and equality of rights; 1 claim 
it for théfe unhappy men, who drivea from Alia, have beea 
wandering, proicribed, and perfecuted for the lait eighteen 
centuries, whe would incline to our manners and cultoms if 


they were incorporated with us by our laws, and whole moral 
conduct we fhould not condemn, but as it is the confequence of 
our own barbarity, and of that humiliation to which we have 
unjuftly forced them. 
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** T afk alfo forall the Non-Catholicks, theliberty of their 
religion, of their religious worthip, of performing it in houfes 
confecrated to that purpofe, and the affurance that they hall 
not be troubled in their religion, more than you are in your's; 
of being protetted as you are, as elfeMually as you, aad in the 
fame manner as you, by the common law. 

** Tp che great diftribution of truth and error, that men com- 
municate and difpute upon, which of you will be bold enough 
to fay, that'heis never dectived, that truth is always on his fide 
of the queftion, and error always on the otlicr? Do not per- 
mit, gentlemen—I fhould rather addrefs myfelf to this free and 
generous nation—do not permit the example of fuch nations 
asare yet intolerant, to have influence on your councils, You 
are not to réceive examples, you are to give them ; becaufe 
other people are unjaft, be not fo yourfélves. Europe pants for 
liberty, fhe looks to you for leffons, you are worthy to give 
them, Let the code you are about to form, be without blemih, 
and if examples are neceffary, “take oue from the Americans, 
who have prefaced their civil code with the facred declaration 
of univerfal liberty in religion ; take that of the Penfytvanians, 
who have faid, that all who adore God, in whatever manner 
they adore him, are entitled to all the rights ot citizens; take 
that of the Philadelphians, who fee different temples and dif. 
ferent modes of worthip within their walls, and who, perhaps, 
owe to their profound knowledge of liberty, the liberty they 
have acquired. 

‘+ IT return to my principles, or rather to your principles, for 
they are your’s, and you have made them facred by declaring, 
«© ‘That all'men are bora, and continue free and equal.” The 
rights of ali Frenchmen arethe fame. It cannot be juft, that 
one'fet ‘of citizens fhould fay to another :—** We are free, but 
you are hot; your rights and our’s are uacqual ; we have li- 
berty of confcience, and you have not, becaule we are not will- 
ing you thould have it. Such law, attached only to the accident 
of the greater number, may be adminiltered by a defpot ; but 
with a people really free, it is impoffible it fhould exif. 

** T follow your example, gentlemen; [ cannot acknowledge 
an ex¢lufive privilége in any thing; in matter of opinion aod 
religious Worthip it would be the height of injuitice ; if you 
ate to be uadiltorbed ‘in your devozion, fo am [; aad if you 
do'trbutle ‘the few becaule you are many, yoo will be guilty 
of flagrane idjuniée, and Gin againit your own principles. 

** You are foo wile, gentlemen, to make religion ap object 
of felfelove, and chanye that intolerance, tne offspring of pride 
andof the love of power, which, for fo many ages has ravaged 
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che earth, to en intolerance arifiog from vanity. You muf.not 
be furprifed that there are mea.who adore God ia a different 
satner from yous there are two millioas in France whom ‘you 
acknowledge to be free as yoarlelves, who.adore him ig the way 
they think bef, ‘You do oot: know. that God himéelf réfufes 
their adoration s:.you cannot imagiee that-you have the. power 
of doing, what-+-fix \thoufand years..expenience has. fhewn can- 
not be done, the power of bringing: all men, to,one.and the 
fame mode of worfhip. This experiences drawn asit is, from 
dutch a long period of time, has,not. been longer than it has 
been bloody. Let.us endeavour, ‘at; leat, among ourfelves,ito 
fheath thé {word pf -intolerance 5 .let ve reftore our countrymen 
to their: sights srights leng mifanveritood, and let.usmake them 

love the Jamd that has hitherto proferibed them,.andidsiven 

them from its bofom. 

«¢ | fopprefs many reafons that T could tring from 2,600,000 
of unfortunate men insfupport of the Jaberty I pleadfor ; they 
could prefent themfelves itained with the blood of their fa- 
thers, anc yet, thew. the: riarks of their ewo chains ; but our 
country is free, and wewith to forget not only the common 
evils it has undergone, but alfo the evils of which we have alone 
been “the objefts; \Whatl ak is, that france thew. herfelf 
worthy of liberty, by diftributing it equally to all, without 
wWittihction of rank, of ‘birth, orof religion, and that:yougwe 
‘to Diflente’s tlie fante privileges you take for yourfelves, by de- 
iclaring, that’ ** every citizen is tree in his opinions ; that he 
-has the right of ..pablickly exercifing his religious worthip,vand 
that no oneought to be troubled for his religious opinions.” 


This fpeech cf M. Rabaud St. Etienne met with:the mot 
marked applauie. M,. Dillon, 4 Ciergymao, who had fupe 
ported the améddm@est of M. Caltelldie’s motion, propofed by 
the words, ** provided he do not difturb the public tranquil. 
lity,’ ‘inwmediately. flood up, and faid : : 

‘© I: publiekly .retraét the approbation ‘I gave theamendment 
‘propofed by one of my brethren.” 

The Houte felt the purity of the komage fo given to jultice 
and ‘reafon’; and (the Bifliop of Clermont obierved, it moft 
‘take fometime to'reply to’a fpeech fo prepared as tivat of M. 


‘Rabaud de St. Esienne ; but be neverthelefs fupported the 


atiendmient,'as did tte Bifhop of Lida, who faid, 1: would be 
ofair'and indecent, when they gave’ Proteltants leave’ not to 


‘believe ‘in, tranfubiiantiation, to give them alfo tie power of 


telling the members of the Catholick Church that they-were 
idolaters. He should therefore vote for the aineadmenc. 
Another 
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Another member begged to add the words, ** provided fe 
do not dilturb the pablick order, as by law eftablifhed.” 

Many members-wifhed to {peak to this amendment, and f~ 
veral were earneft toadjourn, but in vain. 

M. Volney begged to be indulged oaly with three words, 
He wasoppoled by the clergy: when, exerting bimfelf with 
all his might, he cried our, ‘* But the law may do as it does 
in Spain, avthorife the inguifition itfelf.” 

‘The tomelt encreafed; the Prefident who wifhed to adjourn 
Jofi his aothority ; and it was not without much uproar, that 
the article at laft paffed in the following terms 

** No man fhall-be troubled on account of his opinions, not 
even of his religious ones, provided their publication do not 
diflarb the. publick order, ¢ftablifhed by the law.” 


‘NATIONAL ‘AFFATERS, 
For NOVEMBER, 178 


[From the En¢risu Revizew.]j 





The Danger of our Political ConneGions with Sweden and Pruffias 


N our laf number we affirmed that the Swedes kept a fteady 

eye on the poffeflion of Norway, and che Prufians on that 

of Livonia: bot that Norway in the hands of Sweden, and 

Livonia in thofe of Pruffia, would in the end annihilate the com- 

merce of Denmark, and exclude Great Britain from that of the 

Baltic. Thefe points we come now, according to our promife, 
£0 illuftrate. 


ILLUSTRATION. 


The kingdoms of Sweden and Norway, like thofe of Spain 
and Portugal, forming one great peninfala, feem deftined by 
nature amidft the progrefs, or rather. the viciffitudes of conqueft, 
to acknowledge the {way of one fovereign. Accordingly, about 
the middle of the fourteenth century, they were united under 
the fame crown by that Semarimis of the north, Margaret, who 
by policy and by arms became Queen of Denmark, Norway, 
and Sweden, The great fpirit of Guitavus Vala, the natural 
bravery and hardinefs of the Swedes, and a ftrong barrier of 
mountains, happily concurred to seflore the independence of 
the Swedifh nation, 
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The Swedith monarchs, in thei? tern, have fhewn-the fame 
fpirit of conqueft that animated the Danes and Norwegians in 
the fourteenth centary : and the prefent King, by attemptiag to 
excite difcontents and inforrections, and to form a party dee 
voted to his interefts in the centre of Norway, has plainly dif. 
covered his views‘on that-kingdom. At the fame time that his 
agents were employed in exciting a {pirit of revolt ia Norway, 
he himfelf in perfon, as well as by letters, made the warmett and 
even the humble% protéftations of refpec& and cordial attach« 
ment to the royal family, and the intereft of Denmark. He 
even offered to the Prince of Denmark, on condition that the 
Danes would obferve a perfe& neutrality in the conte on which 
hé was about to enter with the Ruffians, to reftore a marie 
time province that had formerly been: wrefted from the Dania 
empire by his predeceffors on the throne of Sweden. 

His obje& was, firft to recover the provinces that had been 

fevered from Sweden by the Ruflians ; but peace beiog con- 
cluded with them, he would have fallea, as he trufted, in full 
force, and with a viCtorious army, on the peaceful and unpre. 
pared Danes ; for which difpates concerning»the frontier of that 
very province, which he infidioufly propofed to cede, would have 
furnithed a plaufible pretext. But the Prince of Denmark, 
whofe councils appear to be governed by a {pirit of indaftry, 
vigilance, and prudence, rather than of warlike ambition, wilely 
replied, That his father, by whofe authority he held a fhare in 
theadminiftration of the government, did not defire any acceffion 
of territory ; his only objeé& being to improve and diffufe 
knowledge, liberty, and equal laws, over what he already po(- 
feffed, 
_The Swedith monarch, after this, is faid to have throwa 
himfelf at the feet of his Britannic Majefty, and, with pro- 
fefions of unbounded deference and fubmiflion, to have im- 
plored his proteGion, while he endeavoured to recover the do- 
minions of his anceftors from an overbearing power, equally 
the enemy of Great Britain and Sweden, 

Phas Guttavus the Third of Sweden, anites addrefs and in- 
trigue with lofty ambition and warlike courage. It is reafon- 
able, therefore, to conclude, that he will conttantly purfue his 
favourite object, the reduction of Norway, according to varying 
circumftances, by open force or fecret intrigue. 


VIEWS OF PRUSSIA, 


That the Praffians have views on the Duchies of Courland 
and Livonia, will appear almoft certain, when we reflect that 
the 
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the Codrt’of Bertin, one of the moft enlightened lin Burope, is 
abundantly fenfible of the importance of scommerce ;- chat: they 
want harbours, and thatthe bate King, whofe :fpinit fill prefides 
2a the vabisecof his facceffor, always beat the <ourfe of hisron- 
qbefts towards navigable rivers and she Baltic. dt is doubtlols 
the obje& of Pruffia; ‘by arms, or “by negotiation, to reduce, 
atider his power, the whole Baltic fkore from! Danzic to Reve), 
both inclofive. The prefent junGore of affairs will give that 
monarchy a favourable opportunity of ' pur {ding this gseat-ob- 
os ‘The party they have formed, and. vigoroufly fupport, ia 
oland, in oppofition to the Rrpprefs of Ruta; and the military 
preparations that are:certainty on foot ia every part of the Pruf. 
fian dominions, may bé confidered as’ the commencement of a 
new flight, in which the black eagle will appear with honour 
and advantage, though probably it will be fomewhat lefs various 
and fablime ‘than in the war of feten years, tranfmitsed to 
fterity by che pen of the unparalleled and immortal Frederick. 
What turns ‘the balance’ of the parties:will:take that mut be 
involved in the next general war, the embers:of which already 
begin to be perceptible, cannot be forefeen by human pene~ 
tration : Bot it is not probable that Sweden and Raffia will be 
on one fide : The Proffians, ‘therefore, will “have an option of 
the one or the other for their allics. If theyjoin the Ruflians; 
Courland and Livonia may be. exchanged for conqueits to be 
made, or territories ‘to be recovered and fecured, through the 
aid and co operation of Pruffia in fome other quarters. If, as 
prefent appearances indicate, they join the Swedes, Coneland 
and Livonia may be added to the javenile empire of Prufftavby 
force of arms. And this will very probably happen if Great 
Britain and Holland are perfuaded to tahe an open and active 
part in favour of the Praffians and the Swedes againit the Danes 
and Roffians. 

Now, fuppofing Norway in the hands of the Swedes, and Li- 
vonia, or Livonia and Courland, in the hands of the Proffians, 
two great maritime powers would be formed, both of them ad« 
verfe to the inserefts of Great Britain. © The maritime ftrengeh 
and importance of Denmark depends more on Norway and 
the dependant iflands, than on Denmark, The great northern 
ocean, from the naze,of Norway to the mof northerly point of 
that kingdom, is .never frozen, like the Baltic 5 and the whole 
Norwegian coaft is indented with fafe and commodious har- 
bours, ‘The titength of this country, covered with foreits, and 
whole hardy natives have been accultomed to maritime affairs 
from the earlieft accounts we have of Scandinavia, it iseafy to 


conceive. The fivets of Sweden, from the galphs of Bothaia 
and 
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and Finland, roand to the white fea, would give the law on all 
thofe extenfivecoats. , The. trade of the Britith into the Baltic 
would be, affected, and tbat with Archangel wholly, at. their 
mercy... The Swedes-and the Profians would become the great 
casriers.of naval flores toall Europe, We might purchafe nava! 
flores.asufeal, but not import them io our own bottoms. The 
Swedith, aod Proffian navigation ,woald be incfeafed, and that 
of England, as well as Holland and Denmark, dimiaifhed.— 
And Deamark, fripped.of Norway, would fgon ceafe to be an 
independant fiate! — 


ENGLAND, AND HOLLAND. 


Would it not be madnefa, therefore, in Great-Britain and 
Holland to be inframental in aggrandifing the Swedith and the 
Praffian» marine at, the expecce of their own and that of the 
Danes and Roffians? A fuperficial politician, indeed, may afk, 
Wherein does the folly conlift of aggrandifing the Swedith mae 
rine. on the ruins of thofe of Ruffia and Denmark ? We aa- 
{wer, fir, that Denmark is not formidable, nor can the ever be 
formidable, either to Great Britain or Holland, in the manner 
Sweden would prove if firengthened by the acceffion of Nor- 
way ;,and as Pruffia would alfo be, with great inland refources, 
in poffefion of the fineit navigable rivers, and fuch ports as 
Danizic, Riga, and Revel. 


RUSS SIA, 


Raffia never can become a great maritime power, unlefs in- 
deed, through impolicy or want of vigilance on the part of the 
European ttates, the fhould be fuffired to extend her maritime 
coatts on the fide of the Turkith territories, Her thips are 
held fait by the froit for half the year. Belfides, the genius of 
the various nations that compofe the vaft and ioland empire of 
Roffia is not marnime. We do not, ia this flage of the world, 
make any account, on this fubject, of the fhores of Siberia and 
Kamicathka, The Ruffians have a natural averfion to the fea. 
Their fleets are officered, ana for the moft part eves manned by 
foreigners, No nation ever made a figure at tea who did not 
pofleis extenfive {ea coaiis, or who were not bora, and did not 
live, as.it were, amidit water. This bas been juitly obferved by 
Mr. Voltaire, who to this cavé afcribes the woiform fuperiority 
of the Brinth over the French dleets and feamen. 

As che Rafliaos never can, or at leait never probably will, be- 
come formidable rivals to Great-Britaig, fo they might for ages 
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be rendered ufefol and advantageous allics. The truth of this 
pofitian is founded on a reciprocity of fuperfluities and wants, 
on which jit is unneceffary to expatiate. Ruffia might long be 
benefited by the navigation, the wealth, and the general in- 
dafiry, of Britain; and Britain might long spr by furnifhing 
various ofefal and elegant commodities to Raffia, and taking 
ia return her raw materials for thip-bailding, and a variety of 
other manufaftores, This beneficial commerce would not be 
interrupted even by the defolations of war; for war, fo rainous 
to other countries, is rather of advantage to Raffja. War, that 
fir quickened, ig fill neceffary to rouze, that vaft body from 
files ignorance and barbarifm. Thus violent agriculture, 
which would redace the fine mould of old and well-cultivated 
grouad toa Spd mortuum, is neceflary to break the rogged foil 
of Roffia, and open it to the inflaences of heaven. Roffia for 
the Emprefs of Ruffia] is like the palm-tree, which flourithes 
the more it is trod on and preffed ! 

The Britifh court, at the conclafion of the American war, 
being offended with the Emprefs, fondly hoped to render Great 
Dritain independenton, the Ruflians for naval ftores, by means 
of the forefts of Canada, The matts and planks of Canada are 
not to be compared with thofe of Livonia ; and if they were, 
Rill it would be bad policy to abandon or to impair our com- 
mercial intercourfe with Ruilia, 


THE COMBINED ARMIES 
Conticuc to gain ground on the Turkith Empire ; but 
THE FLEMISH PATRIOTS 
Have fairly onfheathed the fword againft the Emperor, and feem 
to huve thrown away the fcabbard. The event is doubtful ; 


but what human being, interefted in the caufe of humanity, does 
not with for fucce{s to their juft and noble efforts | 


> = Gh 2&2 BO 


At this period enjoys uninterrupted peace and profperity, and is 
revered by the powers of the world. Her diialtrous fituation at 
the conclufion of the American war did not promife fo flourifhe 
ing achange, And, to a reflecting mind, her prefent elevation, 
contrafted with her hamiliation in 1783, looks asif fortune 
laughed at the wifdom of mea, and took pleafurein producing 
events to mock all humaa prefcicace. 
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SCOTLAND 


Partakes in the profperity of her fifter kingdom. The ftudy of 
philofophy and the fciences pervade almoft all ranks in that 
‘country, and have indeed become fathionable, Her own in- 
dufiry, and the good fortune of her fons from the Eaft, have 
given to her unexpefted wealth. Her capital is now adorned 
with palaces and the fplendour of public edifices ; arts and ma- 
nofactures are at this day no novelty in Scotland, and have ar- 
rived at unexpected perfection. Even her political principles 
are not, asin fortner times, entirely fabfervient to the will of 
a minifter. Avvirtuous oppofition has arifen, which watches 
over the meafares of adminiftration with a jealous eye. And if 
‘ever any futore period fhould require it, Great-Britaia will not 
fabmit to the defpotifm of a tyrant without firm oppofition from 
the fons of freedom on the north of the Tweed. 


cRE YL AND 


Has every reafon to remain not only fatisfied bot happy under 
the prefent order of affairs. Emancipated from the oppreflive 
refirictions the long laboured under, which fhackled the induftry 
of her natives, and retained the country in poverty, the begins 
to raife up her head, and aflume her proper rank in.the British 
Empire. If hercommerce is promoted, her country cultivated, 
and the arts of peace introduced and perfevered in, it is hard 
to determine to what an exalted pitch of profperity Ireland may 
arrive. 


THE EMPIRE OF GREAT-BRITAIN 


Has now reached a pinnacle of good fortune hitherto unex- 
ampled ; and if a proper ufe is made of the opportunity, by aa 
active, a wife, anda viztuous adminiffration, her profperity may 
Jong continue, and be handed dowu in vigour toa diltant pol. 
terity. 





a 2. = "a 
NUMBER UI. 


** Who fhall decide when doftors difagree, 
* And foundelt cafuifts doubt like—me ? 


T is one of the fubje&ts on which doétors are divided, which 
of our Englith poets poffeffed, in the higheft degrec, melody 
4Bz2 of 
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of verfification 3, beiag Jately,afked my opinion, I unhefitatingly 
anfwered, in that as well as every other effort of genius, * The 
bofom’s, Ejord”’. foarg an eagle flight above every competitor ; 
bet was told that when the merits of uniofpired compofition 
were to be examined, Shakefpear ought not so be brought into 
the account, be being by all allowed to be of fuperior nature, 
and that to bring him into the eantelt was. an uofair, as the old 
Grecian bards calling dewa the celeitials to combat on the 
Trojan plains. 

I felt, the juftice of the rebuke, and was at aJdofs where to 
tranfplant the laurel, I knew it had been temanded for Dry- 
den and Pope, by almoft equal oumbers.—But perhaps coal 
judgment might. be allowed.to, deliberate ere the conferred it on 
either, of thofe. champions, when there are others who have fo 
mavy preteafions to become candidates,—-But before I examine 
their merits, I; willfirk fay a few words on the comparative 
claims of the two I bave introduced. 

Perhaps then of thefe, if I were to judge from the brighteft 
flame burfiing forth by farts, I fhould at once give my decided 
opinion for Dryden; bat if ffom & Continued and regulir flow of 
vobroken melody, certainly to Pope.—But fet it be remembered, 
T am here enquiring, not who poffeffed moit of thar fire which 
“ réund the poet’s head in curling volumes rolls,”—but the 
powers cf magic numbers and perfuafive founds.—lI confider 
the genios of one thercforé a¥ a torrent rofhing impetuoally 
down the mountain’s fide, but freqaently impeded in its fall by 
Srken rotke ; that of the other as a foll, clear, and flrong 
siver, winding its way through a Glent valley in uninterrupted 
channels, murmuring, wofically as it flows.—'The following 
extra€t trom Dryden, ‘I confider as a marking fpetinten of bis 
powers ; #t.15 atthe conclafiomof his elegant ode tothe memory 
ef Lady Anne Killigrew : 


$* Wheo io.mid air the golden trump hhall found, | 

“* ‘The facred poets firit thall hear the fouod, 

** And foremoit from the tomb fhall bound ; 

And trarpht; with inbors vigour, on the wing, 

“* Like mounting larks, to the new morning fing : 

** There, thou iweet faint, before the quire thait go, 2 
** Ao harbioger of hieaveh the way to thow, 

‘© Phe way wich thou jo weil hail learat below.” S 


Thefe lines T confider'as grand, the compliment is elegant, 
and "tis exprelied in great freedom of nambers, 
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. Now. hear Mr. Pope in his Eloifa_ to Abelard : 


365 


** When from the cenfor clouds of fragrance roll, 
** And fwelliog organs lift the rifing foul, . 

«* Oné thought of thee puts all the reft to flight, 

“* Priefts, tapers, temples {wim before my fight ; 
“¢ In feas of ‘flame my plunging foul is drown’d, 

** While altars blaze, and angels tremble round.” 


Thefe lines comé from the heart of the‘poet, and arethe very 
foul of melody’; aud he who feeks to equal it may feek long 
and feek in vain. °° ~~ 

Waller’ I “have heard mentioned as poffeffinz this excellence 
in a great degree, but how it*could ever enter the mind of man 
I atr at 2 lofs to divine, 

Thomfon has ftrong claims ; but his forte is not in melody 
fo mach as in a fplendour and opulence of language, in which 
he is only exceed by ** Inventive Akenfide :” 


**'And now mylov’d Shenftone to thee 

“* Por the hours thy {weet page has beguil’d, 
** Accept a fmatl tribute from mie, 

«Tou darling fimplicity’s child.” 


Leafowe’s bard then, in my opision, has merits in this flile 
of compofition’ fuperior to moft ; and what adds to its merit is, 
*tis in a manner peculiarly his own, where fweetnels, melody, 
tendernefs, delicacy, and elegance, are fo blended, that ’tis hard 
to fay which predominates, thoegh all aré eminently difco- 
verable.—As ho: ey extracted from each flower retains a mingled 
{fweetnefs from all, bat the nicefttulte cannot difcover whether 
the fineft flavoor is extraGed from the tulip, carnation, or the 
rofe ; for him therefore I claim the laurel, and on his brows 
attempt to plant it.-He has been fang in fuch elegant ftraing 
by a peet of the pretent age, that I cannot refit the pleafure of 
¢onclading this ‘paper with a quotation from it : 

"Let vanguith’d mature mourn, 

** Her lof fimplicity o’er Shenitone’s arn ; 

*€ With fympathetic forrows o’er his tomb 

** Let the pale primrofe fhed its wild perfume ; 

** The cowflip droop its head, and al! around 

** The withering violet flrew the hallow’d ground ; 
€* For mute’s the fwaion and cold the hand that wove 
‘* Their imple {weets, to wreaths of artl<fs love. 

6* Simplicity with Sheaitone died.” 


ICARUS. 
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Account of the Eifleddfod, or Seffions of the Wels Bards 
and Minftrels, 


HE particular glory of the town of Caerwys, wae the 

honouf it had of being the place of ‘the Eifteddfod, or 
the fefions of the bards and minftrels for many centuries, [t 
was the sefort of thofe of a certain diftrit ; as Aberfaw in 
Anglefea was of thofe of that ifland, and the neighbouring 
county; and Mathraval of thofe of the tand of Powis, The 
reafon that thefe places were thus diflingaithed was, becaafe the 
two Jaft were the refidence of Princes ; and Caerwys, on ac- 
coontof the royal palace that ftood below the town, the re« 
fidence of Llewelyn ap Gryffydd. 

Thefe Eifteddfods were the Britifh Olympics. —Fired at fir 
with generous emulation, their poets crowded into the lift, and 
carried off the prize, contented with thé mere honoar of vice 
tory. At length, when the competitors became numerons, and 
the country became oppreffed with the maltitude, new regala- 
tions took place. The difappointed candidates were no lon- 
ger fuffered to torture the ears of the principabity with their 
wretched compofitions, None but bards of merit were fuf- 
fered to rehearfe their pieces; and minflrels of fkill, to perform. 
Thefe went through along probation ; judges were appointed 
todecide on their refpe€tive abilities, by commiflion from eur 
Princes ; and after the conqueft of Wales, by the Kings of 
England, notwithftanding Edward I. exercifed a political 
cruel:y over the generation of bards of his time, yet future 
Princes thought fit to revive an inftitation {0 likely to foften the 
manners of a fierce people. 

Itis highly probable, thatthe bards and minftrels were un- 
der certain regulations daring the time of Druidi(m ; but we 
find no proofs of them till long after ; till the day of Cad 
waladr, Jaft King of Britain, who died at Rome about the year 
688, Of him it is faid, that being at an aflembly of this nae 
ture, with his nobles, there came a minftrel, and played ina 
key fo difpleafing, that he and all his brethren were prohibited, 
under a levere penalty, from ever playing on it any more ; but 
were orcered to adopt that of Mwynen Gwynedd, or the {weet 
key of Gwynedd, 

Very probable, previous to this, there had been mufical re- 
gvlations in Britain ; for we find that a tane, ¢alled Goiteg yr 
falen, or the Prelude of the Salt, was always played when- 
ever the falt-feller was placed before King Arthur’s Knights, 
at his round table. 

After 
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After Cadwaladr, the next Princes:who andertook the rc- 
form of our minftrelfie, were, Bleddyn ap Cynfya and Gryf- 
fydd ap Cynan. The fir was co-temporary with the Con- 
qoeror ; the laft.with King Stephen. Thefe enacted, that no 
perfon thould follow the profeffion of bard or minitrel, but fugh 
only who were admitted by the Eilteddfod, which was,held 
once in three years, 

After the time of the Princes, the great men, their de 
fcendants, took thefe people under their care and protection, 
allowing. them the liberty of circuitiog their refpeCive terrie 
tories thrice a year, viz. at Chriftmas, Eafter, and Whitfuatide ; 
and the whole principality once in three years. 

The bards were in the higheft repate. We cannot give a 
Rronger idea of the efteem they were in, thae by citing from 
the Welth laws, the account of their rank. in the Prince’s court, 
the various rewards and fees they were entitled to, and the {e- 
vere penalties that were enacted to preferve their perfons from 
infule, 

The Bardd Teulu, or Court Bard, held the 8th place in the 
Prince’s court. He poffefled his land free. The Prince fup- 
plied him with a horfe and woollen. robe, and the Princefs with 
linen, He fat next to the governor of the palace at the three 
greac feftivals ; for atthofe feafoas the governor was to deliver 
him-his harp. On the fame feftivals, he was alfo to have the 
Difdain’s, or fteward of the houfehold’s garment for his fee. 

When a fong was called for, the Cadeir fardd, or the bard 
who got the badge of the chair, was fir to Ginga hymn ia 
glory of God; after that, another in honour of the Prince. 
When thofe were over, the Teulawr, or bard of the hall, was to 
fing fome other fubjeét. 

lf the Princefs called for a fong after fhe retired from table 
toher apartment, the Teuluwr fung to her Highne(sia a low 
voice, leaft be fhoald diftarb the performers ia the hall. 

When the bard went with the Prince’s fervants on a plunder, 
ing expedition, and performed before them bis animating 
compofitions, be was to have the fineft heifer of the booty ; 
and in cafe the detachment was drawn up in order of battle, he 
was to fing at their head, the praifes of the Britith monarchy. 
The Prince beltowed on him an ivory chefs-board ; fome fay a 
harp: and the Princefs a golden ring. His lodging was to be 
with the governor of the palace. When he was required to 
fing with other bards, by way of diftinftion, he was to have a 
double portion. 

Their Gwerth, or compenfation for their life, wasrated at 
one hundred and twenty fix cows, and any injury done them, 
at fix cows and one hundred and twenty pense. 

















568 THE WEEKLY ENTERTAINER, 
- The Merch-Gobr, or marriage fine of his daughter, was 
ene hundred and twenty pence. Her cowyll, argyffreu, or nup. 
tial prefent, was thirty thillings s and her pertioa three pounds, 
It is rematkable, that the Pencerdd Gwlad, or chief of the 
faculty, was entitled to the merch-gobe, or amobr for the daugh- 
ters of all theinferiors.of the facalty within the diitri@, who 
paid twenty four pence on their marriage 3 which- nos oaly 
fhews the antiquity, but the great avthority of thefe people, 

The Pencerdd was not among the officers of the cours s but 
eccafionally fat in the tenth place. He alfo had bis land free’; 
was to perform much in the fame maoner-as the court bard, 
whom he feems to have taken place of, whenever he attended ; 
for, when the Pencerdd was prefent, the former fat oalyin the 
twelfth feat. Noother was to play without licenfe from him. 
His death was valued atan hundred and twenty fixcows 3 and any 
injury cone him, at fix cows and an hundred and tweety pences 
Each of the chief moficians was to receive from their Lord, 
the firl, a harps; the fecond, acrwith ; the third, a pipes 
which, on their deaths, were to revert to thé Lotd. 

‘The Prince’s harp was valued at an hundred and twenty peace, 
and that of Pencerdd at the fame; the key at tweary foor 
pence : a gentleman’s harp was eftimated at mine pence. 

Acommifion for holding an Eifteddtod at Caerwys, in 1768, 
is {tillin peifeflion of Sir Roger Mottyn, together with the iilver 
harp ; which bad from time immemorial been in the gift of 
his ancettors, to beftow on the chief of the faculty, This 
badge of honour is about five or fix inches long, and furnithed 
with firings equal to the number. of the mules, The come 
miffion is the lait of the kind, and was directed by Queen Eli- 
zabeth, to Sir Rich, Bulkley, Knight, Sir Rees Gruflith, 
Knight, ENice Price, Wilham Moltyn, Jevon Licyd of Yale, 
John Salifbury of Ruge, Rees Taomas, Maurice Wynne, War 
Lewis, Peres Moityn, Owen John ap Holl Vaughan. Joha 
William ap Joba, Ichn Lewis Owen, Moris Gruffyta, Sy- 
mound ‘Mhelvail, Ellice ap Wm. Lloyd, Robert Pulefion, Harry 
Aparry, Wm. Giynne, and Res kiughes, Eigrs. 

Inconlequence, an bifleddtod was held on tre 26th of May 
following ; and on this occafions afty: five perions received theat 
Cegrees, V2» 

Se:entcen were created bards and fladents of vocal fong, 20 
Gitto of infrurmental malic, the harp, and 18 ditto of the crwia. 

It mot be oblerved, that players on crwths with three ttrings, 
tabercrs, and pipers, were accounted among the ignoble per- 
formers, they were not allowed to ut down, and had onl, 4 
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Forthe Werexiry ENTERTAINER, 
A FRAGMENT, 


HE tight was dark and plodmy, atid f tiad mot rode far 
before I entered a road entirely ovethaag with trees, 
which prodacéd fach a coral darkhefs, (hat the véry horfe feemed 
to dread the gloom ; about the middle of it was a Jane on the 
right hand, that ended in the ruins df fome Gothit Rruaare, 
where the ftréech-owl was echoing his hideous yell ; and thé 
glimmering light admitted from this lane but mide the dark’ 
more hotrible.—T he horfe pricked up his ears, as foreboding na’ 
good. wifhed myfelf pait the ane, but the fares had iffued 
their fiat againft it.—A man, as from nothing, faddenly came 
up to me, pointed his piftol to my hedd, and demanded my 
money or ny life £ ** Friend,” faid [—** [’I! blow your brains 
out,” hte replied, “if you don’t give me your money.”— 
“Twill, I'M affure, f promife you I will, only fet me fpeak a 
word to you; do’ you Know, Sir,” continued I, that by this 
action you have forfeited your life ? ‘That you ate condemned to 
be hung ! How foolifh ! how inconfiltent is it for you to throw 
away your life for fo fmaj] a trifle as 1 fhall give you ;” and 
drawing my piftol, ** here,” fays I, ** isa loaded piftol ;” ’tis 
now in my power to deflroy you, and I fhall be juitified in ic, 
but I abhor the thought, and dread the action. What! fhall 
I kill a fellow Chriftian”—he Crew away his piftol—** for as 
paltry guinea or two ? No! God forbid! Here friend take my 
money, and may the God of mercies turn your heart from thele 
finful' practices. —Here,” feys I, advancing my hand cowards 
him, “* take my money.”—Fis ti¢ad drooped, ne feemed’ agi- 
tated, and could not fpeak.—-‘* Perhaps,” faid I, “ poverty 
drove you to this extreme.” He dropped a teat, and faidy 
** inceed it did; that he occupied a {niall farm, but that the 
late tornmis had ruined him : 


“* His cattle died, and blighted was his cora.” 


That he had a wife, with fix {mall children, who were ftarving 
for want, and that their miferies nad obliged him to feek 
this retupe from deftruttion. ** There, friend,” faid l, ‘* take 
my money, 1’ll give it you, and for ever cance! your intended 
ailaalt.’ ’==** No:”? be would not ‘* Then lead me to your 
cottage.” He acceded, and his artlefs tale of mifery hav taken 
fuch full pofleflion of me, that the idea of fear in accompanying 
him never once entered my mind, We rode about two wuile- 
Vor. XIV. 362. 4c through 
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through feveral Janes, till at laft we reached fome feattered 
houfes, in one of which he Jived ; the wife was fitting by the 
fire with five {mall children round her, rocking a cradle with 
her foot ; forrow was painted on their countenances ; fhe had 
taken her laft poor cruft of bread from the fhelf, and was§dividing 
it for their {upper ; fcanty pittance! A {mile of joy beamed on 
their faces at the fight of their father. The few who had eat 
their fepper, for it was {mall indeed, ran to him ; he bathed them 
with his tears, and kifled them. The wife enquired what it 
was kept him fo late, and feemed innocent of his intended 
crime. .™ Good heavens !” I exclaimed, and turned round jo 
fhed the tear of pity. [thea enquired if any bread could be 
bought jo the neighbourhood. I gave them fome money ; they 
wentand fetched fome, OJ! happy moment, QO! blifsful meal. 
Never, no never did I fee fupper eat with fo mach fatisfaftion ; 
thanks rebounded from the-family; and I felt that glorious 
fatisfaétion, that inward fenfation of confcious reétitude,, which 
charity and benevolence is fure to infpire 3 "twas fuch a glow of 
joy mingled with forrow, that to defcribe it is impoflible ; and 
my mind was 0 agitated by the mifery J faw, and the mifery 
I had relieved, that [ barft into tears and. departed, 





Remarks on Regiflers of Births, Se, 
By Dr. Baxrincton, Brsdor or Sarispury. 


O the care and fidelity of the parochial clergy, the ftate 
bas commited the baptifmal,. marriage, and burial re- 
gillers. However unimportant to the ignorant.or iaconfiderate 
this trait may appear, yet, ,in.the better ellimate.of police and 
experience, it ranks as holding a refpeCtable place in the interelt 
ing, concerns of every well regulated commanity,. On the fcru- 
pulogs attention with which anticat segifiers are preferved ; oa 
the accuracy with which freth entries are made, freqaently de- 
pend either the prevention of law. fuits refpecting property, or 
their decilicn. 

The condition of the antient regifters of this diocefe, in 
common probably with thofe of other diocefes, is far from 
being what could be withed ; thoogh it has to boatt of fome of 
the year 1538. Atthat era this wile regalation was eftablithed, 
by Cromwell, Earl of Effex, Vicar General ; to whom the re- 
formation in this country ftands much indebted ; a:.d‘to thofe 
meritorious exertions in their behalf, the parochial clergy would 
have had the-sacil folid obligation, had not his premature death 
cut 
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eut fhort both himfelf and the plans for their benefit. I mean 
not to infinuate the moft diftant refletion on my clergy of the 
prefent day. The evil is of a much earlier origin. My fole 
view in touching on this topit is to requeft your affiftance in 
remedying the inconveniencies, and in guarding againft irregu- 
Jarities in fatare. 

The principal caufe to which omiffions and errors in names 
and dates may with moft probability be attributed, is not 
making the entries at the time. Or, fhould that from peculiar 
circumflances be impracticable, from not writing memoranda, 
and inferting them on the firft poflible opportunity. The re- 
gifter itfelf fhould be occafionally examined ; and each page 
figned by the minifter and one of the churchwardens. In cafe 
ot ficknefs or abfence of the incumbent, the officiating clergy 
man fhould write the proper entry on a feparate paper, to be 
carefully preferved till recovery or return enables the incumbenc 
toinfert the contents in the regifter. But nothing, I am con- 
fident, will induce any of you to confign this tafk to the parith 
clerk, in abufe of the troft, and in defiance of the law. 

Without adhering to ‘thefe, or fimilar rales, to which others 
might be added, a parochial regifter ceafes to be what it pure 
ports, and what it is underftood to be, authentic record, to the 
authenticity of which courts of law wufvally pay fo mnch 
deference in quefiion of the greateft nicety and magnitude. 

It would contribute much to the weight of evidence deduci- 
ble from thefe regilters, were the names and furnames of the 
parents inferted, in marriages and barials, as well as in bape 
tifms. But exclufiveof every other confideration, there is one 
which more peculiarly affects the Clergy ; fince want of exact. 
nef{s, in: entering the day of birth as well as of baptifm, is oc- 
cafionally productive of difficulty to candidates and frecholders. 

Realand extenfive benefits would in my ccoleft jadgment, 
refult from introduction of a better form of regifter than that 
at prefent in common ufe, A(fcertaining claims of property, 
e{pecially maternal property, and the invettigation of lineal and 
collateral defcents would be among thofe benefits, But whate 
ever my own fentiments on this fubject may be, I fhall readily 
acquiefce in that colleGtive opinion which I fo lately requeited 
you to give. 





RUSTICAL BON MOT. 


Farmer, who had married a rich wife, after he had pro® 
mifed another of meaner circumftances, was endeavour™ 
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ing to palliate bisconduct, when he was rpeay by a vicar, 
who told him it was fo very wrong, be did not know any thing 
like it.—** Byt I do,” anfwered the farmer 3 ** itis like your 
taking a poor living at Gr, and. leaving it for a richer as foon 
as ever ig fell in your way.”’ 





RR OOS i a oe 


Friend to humanity begs to inform the public, that in the 

dangerous cafe of pins fwallowed by accident, {wallowing 

one egg, undrefied, and in the courfe of an hour after another, 

is an infallible remedy for carrying of the pins, if done im- 

mediately alter they have been {wallowed, 2. ¢. before the pins 
have worked tbemielves into the coats of the fomach, 








Antcdote of Dr. Richard Bufby. 


[From the 4th Volume of the New Biographia Britannica. } 


o NCE, in a large company, Dr. Busby fat at table be. 

tween Mrs. Louth and Mrs, Sherlock ; the cooveria- 
ticn turned wpon wives. Dr, Bufoy faid, that he believed 
wives in general were good—thaugh to be ture there might be a 
bad one bere, anda bad one there.” 





Aufwer, ty Juventus, of Lifkeard, to C. C.’s Enigma, inferted 
September 7 


HEN wand’ring ftrangers on their way are loft, 
A friend appeats ina DIRECTION POST ; 

Its kind intelligence informs them right, 
Their hearts are warm’d with plealuge at the fight 5 
Friendly to all, it points uato the road, 
And thews the pathsin which itfelf ne’er trod ; 
‘This 2nd a mile-ftone anfwer one intent, 
But a cis ction-polt is what 1s meant. 


S\\§ We have received the like anfwer from J. Whiteway, 
ana W. Harris, of Dartington ¢ Sapfeull, J. Philp, J. Childs, 
Adolefcens, and Juventus, of Litkeasd,; DSA. Robarts, of St. 
Columb ; Philomashes,of Rattery; a former corre{pondent 5 
S. Ge Soman, of Cullompton 5 ang J. Crabb, of Link 


inhorne. 


an 
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6 


1, ~*~ * fy ENIGMA, by Phelim Mac Philterbox, of Brandipoliss 
4 
wr WD E fages know I claim my birth 
on Before one thing was made, 
And fill’d the vaft extent of {pace, 
a ~ Of ending not afraid. 
Way heav’n itfelf, as fome have faid, 
{ By me at firft was fill’d, 
e The all from whence all things were made, 
g The moment they were will’d. 
ry 
a In counci!s where they wife fhould be, 
3 And unto fenfe confin’d, 
That half they fay relates to me 
Is clear to all mankind. 
The blind by me have no relief, 
“Yer I by them am feen 3 
I alfo heard am by the deaf, 
But no defe&s [ icreen. 
|e 
\- The faint his word will break for me ; 
d But yet in reafon’s {pite, 
a From me the hero’ii chole to flee ; 


With me the cowards fight. 


Nor time, nor place on me (’tis flrange) 

d Can alteration frame ; 

From what I was fhall never change, 
But always be the fame. 


What are th’ effects that I produce, 

Phefe myftic lines may cell ; / 
I fill (’tisodd} the poet’s purfe, 

And with the proad I dwell. 


Bat, riddling wits, to aid furprize, 
And help your thoughts fublime, 

I’m feldom {cen by vulgar eyes, 
Bat now in every liac, 


You, whom I call enlivening fprings, 
And riddling wits of fame, 

Now fhou’d you gue({s a thoufand:things, 

J think you’d mifs my name, 
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ing to palliate biseonduct, when he was interrupted by a vicar, 
who told him it was fo very wrong, be did not know any thing 
like it.—** But I do,” anfwered the farmer ; ‘* itis like your 
taking a poor living at fri, and. leaving it for a richer as {oon 
as ever ig fell in your way.”’ 





eee oe oe 


Friend to humanity begs to inform the public, tiat in the 
A dangerous cafe ot pias fwallowed by accident, {wallowing 
one egg, undrefied, and in the courfe of an hour after another, 
is an infallible remedy for cartying off the pins, if done im- 
mediately alter they have been fwallowed, #. e. before the pins 
have worked them(elves into the coats of the flomach. 








Anecdote of Dr. Richard Bufby. 


[From the 4th Volume of the New Biographia Britannica. | 


es NCE, in a large company, Dr. Bufby fat at table be. 

tween Mrs, Louth and Mrs, Sherlock 5 the cooveria- 
ticn turned upon wives. Dr, Budyy faid, that he believed 
wives in general were good—-thaugh to be ture these might be a 
bad one bere, anda bal one there.” 





Anfuer, by Fuvintus, of Lifeeard, to C. C.’s Enigma, inferted 
September 7 


HEN wand’ring ftrangers on their way are loft, 
A friend appeats ina DIRECTION POST ; 

Its kind intelligence informs them right, 
‘Their hearts are warm’d with plealuge at the fight 5 
Friendly to all, it points uato the road, 
And thews the pathsin which itfelf ne’er trod ; 
"This and a mile-jtone anfwer one intent, 
But a circ tion-polt is what is meant. 


S\i§ We have received the tike anfwer from J. Whiteway, 
ana W. Harris, of Dartington 5 Sapfeull, J. Philp, J. Childs, 
Adcolefcens, and Juventus, gt Latkeard,; DA. Robaris, of St. 
Columb ; Philomathes,of Rattery; a former corre{pondent 5 
Se Ge Sloman, of Cullompton 5 ang J. Crabb, of Lin! 


<inhornes 
aa 














ir, 
24 
ur 
on 


he 


f, 
le 
ns 


be~ 
fa- 
ed 


ca 


ytcd 


ay» 
lds, 


pt; 
Tnee 








THE WEEKLY ENTERTAINER. 573 


An ENIGMA, by Phelim Mac Philterbox, of Brandipolis. 


E fages know I claim my birth 
Before one thing was made, 
And fill’d the vaft extent of {pace, 
Of ending not afraid. 


Nay heav’n itfelf, as fome have faid, 
By me at firft was fill’d, 

The all from whence all things were made, 
The moment they were will’d. 


In counci!s where they wife fhould be, 
And unto fenie confin’d, 

That half they fay relates to. me 
Is clear to all mankind. 


The blind by me have no relief, 
Yer I by them am feen 3 

I alfo heard am by the deaf, 
But no defe&s [ icreen. 


The fairt his word will break for me ; 
But yet in reafon’s {pite, 

From me the hero’ll chole to flee ; 
With me the cowards fight. 


Nor time, nor place on me (’tis flrange) 
Can alteration frame ; 

From what I was fhall never change, 
But always be the fame. 


What are th’ effects that I produce, 

Thefe myftic lines may cell ; / 
J fill (’tisodd} the poet’s purfe, 

And with the proad I dwell. 


Bat, riddling wits, to aid furprize, 
And help your thoughts fublime, 

I’m feldom {een by vulgar eyes, 
Bat now in every line, 


You, whom I call enlivening fprings, 
And riddling wits of fame, 

Now fhou’d you gue{s a thoufandithings, 

J think you’d mifs my name, 
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For the WEEKLY ENTERTAINER, 


VERSES cathe DEATH of ax INFANT. 


Nafcentes morimur. 


AR in the vale of endilefs night 
The little babe is gone ; 
The bud but open’d to the blight, 
He fmil’d, but foon to groan. 


With pitying aceents hear the tale 
OF little John’s deceafe ; 

For forrowa ling’ring in the gale 
Difturb the realms of peace. 


Tho’ pleafing profpeéts all around 
The tender infant grew, 

Not one was rooted in the ground, 
All wither’d in the dew. 


Scarce thirteen months had been outrun, 
When the cold hand of death, 

Pleas’d with the innocence of John, 
Soon flopp’d his infant breath. 


His parents fcarce had felt their joy, 
Before tbe blefling fled ; 

Inftead of pleafure pain was nigh 
For pretty John is dead, 


His fpirit wafted thro’ the air, 
By angels ftation’d high, . 


Will 





Mm 
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Will foon before his God-appear 


In realms above the fky. 


There will he dwell thro’ endlefs {pace 
In endlefs joys unknown, * 

Prepas’d by God’s abounding prace, 
For innocents like John. 


ee 


Nor wrong, nor crime, oh happy John! 
Nor erring thoughts were’ thine ; 

For God had mark’d thee -for his own 
E’er fin had ftain’d thy mind. 


Then hath! fond pair, let forrow ceafe, 
In God pat all your trot; ~ 

With bim who dwells in realms of peace, 
*¢ Whatever is'is juft.” 





— A 


For the Werxcy EXTerrainer, 
On a gloomy Sun-fetting Evening in November, 17 89- 


ITH Sol’s afcending ray how few there are 
That wifh not to purfue his gilded car ? 

Yet fewer itil in their meridian day 
But thoughtlefs frolic in the folar ray ; 
Like nature’s infe&tsevery beam they kifs, 
And on the radiant hour depends their blifs ; 
Unmindful of the folemn, penfive hour, 
Their fetting-fun the tempeft and the fhower ; 
Like brittle barks to ocean they .defcend, 
Without hope’s anchor or the folar friend ; 
‘The concave darkens, and the billows roar, 
No leading far dire&ts them from the fhore. 
The lulling calm that lately {parkled round, 
The log’s finds muddy, anxious cares they found 
No reckoning kept, a random courfe they itecr, 
The ftorm increafes, and the lee-fhores ftare. 
So men, unmindful of the winter day, 
In clouds and ftorms they quickly pafs away ; 
Jott fo the moth his fhort life-hour enjoys, 
Whilit sound the taper’s rays he carelefs toys, 
Pleas’d with the blaze he guite forgets the fire, 
And coveting more light in fudden flahh expires. 


Dewon, December 541789. MONOS. 
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REASQN AND LOVE, 
[Communicated by J. P. of Wellington.] 


EASON and love, the other day, 
By mere good fortune meeting, 
After the ufual friendly way 
Of, “* How d’ye do!” and greeting. 


Cries reafon, ‘* Let us, for a while, 
«6, Adjaft and feule matters ; 

** How isit, when yoo hearts beguile, 
*€ You fo forget your betters ?” 


“« Sare! my afiitance and advice 
<* Mighs, fometimes, be of ufe 3 
** How happy is i¢whéa the wife . 
«* And prudent tie the noofe ! 


«<< Witnefls”=—-but Cupid, in a pet, 
(Juft as the proof was bringing) 

Wiog’d fuch a thaft, as nicely hit 
His tongue—and fpoilt his finging. 


«* From that unlucky hour I dare, 

** With thoufands more to proves 
*¢ That reafon cannot interfere, 

** To give a hint in love.” 





Nowmber 26, 1739¢ 


Sir Hercules. Langvifhe’s Verfes on Mio Farren playing for 


the Small Debtors in’ Dublim 


HO” lovely Farreti’stender breaft, 
Glowing with generous fympathy, 
A{pires to comfort the oppreft, 
And bid captivity be frees 


Ye ftill her kind’ exertions fail ; 

Her charms retraét the Boon they gave 3 
And'while'her mazi¢ breaks the jail, 
Her eyes make every man a flave ! 









